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A LEG IS LA TOR’S JOB

A Montana leg is la tor does more than vote for or against bills.  The Leg is la ture’s ac tions af -

fect all Mon tan ans in their daily lives.  Your leg is la tor helps de ter mine the qual ity of life in 

Montana. No job is more im por tant.

REP RE SEN TA TION

ü  Serve the con stit u ents liv ing in the dis trict

ü  Do what is in the best in ter est of the state as a whole

ü  Act as a li ai son be tween con stit u ents and state gov ern ment

ü  Keep the leg is la tive pro cess open and hon est

LAW MAK ING

ü  Study, dis cuss, re quest, and vote on pro posed leg is la tion

ü  Cre ate, amend, and re peal state laws and pro grams as nec es sary

ü  Al lo cate state re sources to agen cies and pro grams

ü  Set tle con flicts, right in jus tice, and make au thor i ta tive de ci sions

MON I TORING

ü  En sure laws are car ried out ac cord ing to the in tent of the Leg is la ture

ü  Over see the work of state agen cies

ü  Act as a bal ance to the Ex ec u tive and Ju di cial Branches of gov ern ment

The Peo ple’s Voice



MONTANA LEG IS LA TOR
QUAL I FI CA TIONS

A Montana leg is la tor is a law maker, a rep re sen ta tive of the

con stit u ents’ in ter ests, and the pro tec tor of the com mon

good of the cit i zens of Montana.  Sen a tors are elected to

4-year terms, and one-half of the Sen ate is elected ev ery 2

years.  Rep re sen ta tives are elected to 2-year terms, and the

en tire House is elected ev ery 2 years.  Montana is di vided

into geo graph ical dis tricts, based upon pop u la tion, from

which Sen a tors and Rep re sen ta tives are elected. Each Mon -

tanan is rep re sented by one state Sen a tor and one state

Rep re sen ta tive.

What kind of per son fills this role?

Qual i fi ca tions for of fice are iden ti cal for Sen a tors and Rep -

re sen ta tives.  To be a leg is la tor, a per son must be a United

States cit i zen, must be a res i dent of Montana for at  least 1

year prior to the gen eral elec tion, must be 18 years of age or

older, and must re side in the county if it con tains one or

more dis tricts or in the dis trict if it con tains all or parts of

more than one county.

These are the con sti tu tional re quire ments for a leg is la tor,

but a Montana leg is la tor must have ad di tional qual i -

ties . . . in sight into the is sues and prob lems fac ing the

state, the abil ity to find so lu tions to prob lems, the trust of

con stit u ents and loy alty to the con stit u ency, com mit ment to

im prov ing the qual ity of life in Montana, pride in Montana

and its peo ple, and ded i ca tion to mak ing laws that pre serve

Montana as the last best place.

Ded i ca tion and Com mit ment



HOW A BILL
BE COMES A LAW

A bill is a pro posal for a law.  Ideas for bills come from many sources: the leg is la tor, con stit -

u ents, lo cal gov ern ment, state agen cies, spe cial in ter est groups, pro fes sional as so ci a tions,

and other state leg is la tures.  When a leg is la tor iden ti fies or is made aware of an is sue or

prob lem that may be ad dressed by leg is la tion, the pro posed idea is put into a bill.  Only leg -

is la tors may in tro duce bills.

To il lus trate how a bill be comes a law in Montana, we will fol low a bill re quested by a Rep -

re sen ta tive, which must first be ap proved by the House of Rep re sen ta tives be fore it can be

trans mit ted to the Sen ate.  If a bill is requested by a Sen a tor, the pro cess is re versed.

RE QUEST AND DRAFTING

Once a Rep re sen ta tive de cides that a bill should be pre pared, the Rep re sen ta tive sub mits a 

re quest to the Leg is la tive Ser vices Di vi sion.  The Leg is la tive Ser vices Di vi sion is a non par -

ti san agency whose du ties in clude draft ing all bills pro posed in the Montana Leg is la ture.

The Leg is la tive Ser vices Di vi sion drafter writes the bill in proper le gal form and in a man -

ner de signed to achieve the requester’s pur pose.

IN TRO DUC TION  

Af ter the bill draft is com pleted, it is de liv ered to the requester for re view.  When the bill

meets with the requester’s ap proval, the bill is pre pared for in tro duc tion. One or more leg is -

la tors may sign the bill as spon sors. The bill is then filed with the Chief Clerk of the House

of Rep re sen ta tives, who as signs a bill num ber. (In the Sen ate, the bill is filed

with the Sec re tary of the Sen ate.) The bill’s num ber, ti tle, and spon sor are read

to the House of Rep re sen ta tives.  The Speaker of the House, the pre sid ing of fi -

cer, as signs the bill to a stand ing com mit tee for con sid er ation.

Pre serving the Last Best Place



COM MIT TEE WORK

A com mit tee is a group of leg is la tors as signed to ex am ine bills or is sues re lat ing to a spe -

cific sub ject area.  In the House, the Speaker ap points the mem bers of com mit tees, and in

the Sen ate, the Committee on Committees ap points the mem bers of  com mit tees.  Once a

bill is as signed to a  com mit tee, the com mit tee chair, a mem ber of the ma jor ity party,

sched ules the bill for a hear ing.  No tice of the hear ing is pub lished.  At the hear ing, in ter -

ested par ties may of fer tes ti mony in sup port of or in op po si tion to the bill.  Based upon the

tes ti mony of fered at the hear ing, the com mit tee may rec om mend various ac tions on the bill. 

The com mit tee may rec om mend amend ments to the bill, may rec om mend to the House of

Rep re sen ta tives that the bill be passed, may rec om mend that the bill not be passed, or may 

ta ble the bill in com mit tee, i.e., choose to make no rec om men da tion but, in ef fect, kill the

bill.

DE BATE

A re port of the com mit tee’s rec om men da tion is an nounced from the ros -

trum and is adopted.  Adop tion of an ad verse (do not pass) rec om men da -

tion kills the bill. A bill upon which a pos i tive rec om men da tion is adopted 

is then placed on sec ond read ing.  On sec ond read ing, the House of Rep re -

sen ta tives re solves it self into a Com mit tee of the Whole.  The committee

may de bate the bill, may amend the bill, may rec om mend ap proval or dis -

ap proval of the bill, or may in def i nitely post pone ac tion on the bill.  If the

bill is ap proved on sec ond read ing, any amend ments are en grossed into the bill.  Af ter en -

gross ing, the bill is placed on third read ing.

THIRD READING

Third read ing is the dispositive vote on the bill in the House.  A bill may not be amended or 

de bated on third read ing.  The vote on third read ing is on whether the bill passes or does

not pass the House.  A ma jor ity of the Rep re sen ta tives vot ing must ap prove the bill.

TRANS MIT TAL

A bill that passes in the House of Rep re sen ta tives is trans mit ted to the Sen ate, where all of 

the pre vi ous pro ce dures are fol lowed.  If the Sen ate amends the bill, the bill is sent back to

the House for ap proval.  If the House agrees with the Sen ate amend ment, the bill has

passed both cham bers in iden ti cal form and is sent to the Gov er nor.  If the House re fuses to 

con cur with the Sen ate amend ment, the House may re quest a con fer ence com mit tee on the

bill.



CON FER ENCE COM MIT TEE

A con fer ence com mit tee con sists of mem bers of both houses who at tempt to re solve dif fer -

ences in the ver sions of a bill that has passed both houses.  A reg u lar con fer -

ence com mit tee is lim ited to con sid er ation of the dis puted amend ment to a

bill.  A free con fer ence com mit tee may con sider the en tire dis puted bill.  A

con fer ence com mit tee re ports the re sult of its ac tion to each re spec tive

house.  Each house must adopt the con fer ence com mit tee re port on the bill

in or der for the bill to pro ceed to the Gov er nor.

GOV ER NOR’S AC TION

Each bill passed by the Leg is la ture, ex cept a ref er en dum or res o lu tion, must be re viewed by 

the Gov er nor.  The Gov er nor has four op tions: sign the bill, rec om mend amend ments to the

bill, veto the bill, or take no ac tion.  If the Gov er nor takes no ac tion on a bill, it be comes law 

af ter 10 days.

The Gov er nor has the op tion of us ing three types of ve toes: the veto, in which the Gov er nor

dis ap proves the en tire bill; what is com monly re ferred to as the amendatory veto, in which

the Gov er nor re turns the bill to the  Leg is la ture with rec om men da tions for amend ment;

and the item veto, in which the Gov er nor dis ap proves spe cific ap pro pri a tions.

The Leg is la ture may over ride a veto or an item veto by a two-thirds vote of the mem bers of

each house.  If the Leg is la ture re jects the Gov er nor’s sug gested amend ments, the Gov er nor

must sign the bill, veto the bill, or take no ac tion on the bill.  The Gov er nor may not re turn

a bill with sug gested amend ments a sec ond time.

MONTANA LAW

Af ter a bill is signed by the Gov er nor or is passed by the Leg is la ture over the Gov er nor’s

veto, it is sent to the Sec re tary of State, who is the cus to dian of the orig i nal cop ies of all

bills en acted into law.  The en acted bills are then printed in the Laws of Montana, com -

monly known as the ses sion laws.  The por tions of the en acted bills that are of a per ma nent 

na ture are in cor po rated into the Montana Code An no tated, a com pi la tion of laws pub lished

ev ery other year. Bills passed by the Leg is la ture are nor mally ef fec tive on Oc to ber 1 fol low -

ing their ap proval, un less an other date is spec i fied in the bill or it falls into a spe cial cat e -

gory.  For ex am ple, ap pro pri a tions are ef fec tive on July 1 fol low ing their ap proval and a bill 

im pos ing a tax or fee on mo tor ve hi cles is ef fec tive on Jan u ary 1 fol low ing its ap proval.



ACT: A bill that has been passed by both the
House and the Sen ate, en rolled, ap proved by the
Gov er nor or passed over the Gov er nor’s veto, and
pub lished.

AD JOURN MENT:  End ing of a meet ing or leg is -
la tive ses sion.  Ad journ ment of the House or Sen -
ate takes place at the close of each leg is la tive day,
with the hour and day of the next meet ing set be -
fore ad journ ment.

AD JOURN MENT SINE DIE:  End ing of the Leg -
is la ture un til the next ses sion.  No fu ture meet ing
date is set ex cept as pro vided in the Con sti tu tion.

ADOP TION:  Ap proval or ac cep tance; usu ally ap -
plied to mo tions, amend ments, and res o lu tions.

AMEND MENT:  A change pro posed or made to a
bill or mo tion.  Amend ments may be of fered in a
stand ing com mit tee, in a con fer ence com mit tee, or
on sec ond read ing dur ing Com mit tee of the Whole.

AP PRO PRI A TION:  Leg is la tive au thor ity for ex -
pen di ture of state money for a spe cific pur pose by
the var i ous de part ments of state gov ern ment.

AP PROVAL:  Sig na ture by the Gov er nor of a bill
passed by the Leg is la ture.

BILL:  A leg is la tive pro posal spon sored by a leg is -
la tor.  If a bill is passed by both the House and the
Sen ate and ap proved by the Gov er nor, it be comes
a law.

CALL OF THE HOUSE (SEN ATE):  A pro ce dure 
used to com pel at ten dance of mem bers for the con -
sid er ation of any spe cific item of leg is la tive busi -
ness.

CALL TO ORDER:  The ac tion of the pre sid ing
of fi cer that brings  ei ther house of fi cially into ses -
sion.

CAT AND DOG BILL:  A bill that makes a spe -
cific ap pro pri a tion for a spe cific pur pose that is not 
in cluded in the gen eral ap pro pri a tions bill.  

CAU CUS:  A meet ing of all mem bers of a po lit i cal
party.  The term also re fers col lec tively to all mem -
bers of a po lit i cal party in a house.

CHAM BER:  The of fi cial meet ing place of the Sen -
ate or the House of Rep re sen ta tives.

CHIEF CLERK:  A per son ap pointed by the ma -
jor ity party of the House of Rep re sen ta tives to per -
form and di rect the par lia men tary and cler i cal
func tions of the House.

COM MIT TEE:  A group of leg is la tors cho sen to
con sider and make rec om men da tions on bills and
other mat ters in a par tic u lar sub ject area.

COM MIT TEE CHAIR:
The leg is la tor ap pointed to 
pre side over a stand ing or
spe cial com mit tee as it
con ducts its busi ness.

COM MIT TEE OF THE
WHOLE: The con ven ing of an en tire house into
com mit tee for the trans ac tion of busi ness.

COM MIT TEE RE PORT:  An of fi cial re lease of a
bill or res o lu tion from a com mit tee to the cham ber
as a whole.  A com mit tee re port may rec om mend
that the cham ber act fa vor ably or un fa vor ably on
the bill or res o lu tion.

COM MIT TEE SEC RE TARY:  An em ployee des -
ig nated to keep the min utes and of fi cial re cord of
votes and other ac tions taken at com mit tee meet -
ings.

CON CUR RENCE:  Agree ment by one house to a
pro posal or ac tion taken in the other house.

CON FER ENCE COM MIT TEE:  A group of leg is -
la tors ap pointed by the pre sid ing of fi cer in each
house to re solve dif fer ences be tween the houses on 
a bill. A con fer ence com mit tee is lim ited to con sid -
er ation of the dis puted amend ment. A free con fer -
ence com mit tee may con sider the en tire bill.

CON FIR MA TION:  Ap proval by the Sen ate of an
ap point ment made by the Gov er nor.

CON FLICT OF INTEREST:  The ex is tence of a
per sonal in ter est of a leg is la tor that af fects the
abil ity of that leg is la tor to vote im par tially.

CON STIT U ENT:  A per son who lives in the dis -
trict rep re sented by a leg is la tor.  

CON VENE:  To of fi cially be gin a meet ing of a leg -
is la tive body.

LEG IS LA TIVE GLOS SARY



DIS TRICT:  The geo -
graphic area of
Montana rep re sented
by a leg is la tor.  Dis -
trict bound ary lines
are de ter mined on the 
ba sis of pop u la tion.
Each dis trict is des ig -
nated by a num ber.  A 
Sen ate dis trict con -
sists of two con tig u ous House dis tricts.

EF FEC TIVE DATE:  The date on which a law be -
comes bind ing.  The ef fec tive date for gen eral laws
is Oc to ber 1 fol low ing pas sage and ap proval un less 
the leg is la tion con tains a spe cific date.  The ef fec -
tive date for ap pro pri a tions is July 1 fol low ing pas -
sage and ap proval.  The  ef fec tive date for
leg is la tion im pos ing or in creas ing a tax or fee on
mo tor ve hi cles is Jan u ary 1 fol low ing pas sage and
ap proval.

EN GROSSING:  The in cor po ra tion of amend -
ments and all ap pro pri ate tech ni cal cor rec tions
into the text of a bill.

EN ROLLING:  The prep a ra tion of a bill in the
form that it fi nally passes the Leg is la ture with
appropriate places for doc u ment ing the house of
or i gin and ap proval of the bill.

EN VI RON MEN TAL QUAL ITY COUN CIL
(EQC):  An en tity con sist ing of leg is la tors and in -
di vid u als with re spon si bil ity for re view, in ves ti ga -
tion, and anal y sis of the state’s role in pre serv ing
and en hanc ing the qual ity of the en vi ron ment.  

FIS CAL NOTE:  A note at tached to a bill that es -
ti mates the fi nan cial im pact of the bill on gov ern -
ment en ti ties.

FIS CAL YEAR:  The 12-month pe riod used for
state fi nan cial pur poses.  The fis cal year be gins on
July 1 and ends on June 30.

FULL-TIME EQUIV A LENT (FTE):  A bud get ing 
unit for de ter min ing em ploy ment num bers in an
agency.  One FTE po si tion rep re sents 2,080 work -
ing hours in a fis cal year.

GEN ERAL FUND:  The trea sury fund into which
all money not ear marked for a spe cific pur pose is
de pos ited.  The gen eral fund sup ports the gen eral
func tions of state gov ern ment.

GER MANE NESS:  The rel e vance or ap pro pri ate -
ness of an amend ment to a bill.  If an amend ment

is de ter mined to be not ger mane to the bill, it can -
not be made to the bill.

HEARING:  Pub lic dis cus sion sched uled by a
stand ing com mit tee for the pur pose of gath er ing
in for ma tion on a bill.

IM PEACH MENT:  The pro ce dure for re mov ing
from of fice a pub lic of fi cial ac cused of mis con duct.

IN DEF I NITELY POST PONE: A mo tion to dis -
pose of a bill with out tak ing an af fir ma tive or neg -
a tive vote on the bill. A bill that is in def i nitely
post poned may not be acted on again ab sent a mo -
tion to re con sider. Un less the mo tion to in def i -
nitely post pone a bill is re con sid ered, the bill is
treated as if it were fi nally re jected, i.e., killed.

INI TIA TIVE: An elec toral pro cess in which a des -
ig nated per cent age of the elec tor ate ini ti ates stat -
u tory or con sti tu tional changes through the fil ing
of pe ti tions. The leg is la tion is ap proved or re jected
by the elec tor ate. The power of the peo ple to pro -
pose laws or con sti tu tional amend ments and to en -
act or re ject them at an elec tion.

INTERIM:  The pe riod of time be tween reg u lar
leg is la tive ses sions.

INTERIM COM MIT TEE:  A stat u tory com mit tee 
that may be assigned to study a spe cific mat ter
dur ing the time the Leg is la ture is not in ses sion
and to make rec om men da tions to the next reg u lar
ses sion of the Leg is la ture. The com mit tee also
mon i tors as signed Ex ec u tive Branch agen cies.

IN TRO DUC TION:  The for mal pre sen ta tion of a
bill into the leg is la tive pro cess, at which time the
bill is given a num ber des ig na tion.

ITEM VETO:  The dis ap proval by the Gov er nor of 
a spe cific ap pro pri a tion.

JOINT RES O LU TION:  A doc u ment used to ex -
press the opin ion of the Leg is la ture, re quest an in -
terim study, re vise  joint rules, set com pen sa tion
for leg is la tive em ploy ees, ap prove con struc tion of
cer tain state build ings, rat ify or pro pose amend -
ments to the United States Con sti tu tion, or ad vise
or re quest the re peal, amend ment, or adop tion of
an ad min is tra tive rule. A res o lu tion must be acted 
upon by both houses and re quires ap proval by a
ma jor ity in each house.  A res o lu tion is not trans -
mit ted to the Gov er nor for con sid er ation.  

JOUR NAL:  The of fi cial chro no log i cal re cord of
the pro ceed ings in a house.
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LAWS (Leg is la tive Au to mated Workflow Sys -
tem): LAWS is an in te grated com puter sys tem
that aids in the cre ation, pro cess ing, and
management of bills for the
Montana Leg is la ture. LAWS
also pro vides sta tus and text
in for ma tion for bills through
the Internet. The gen eral
pub lic can ac cess LAWS
through the Montana Leg is -
la tive Branch Home Page

(http://leg.mt.gov) and

fol low  the links to leg is la tive
ses sions.

LEG IS LA TIVE AUDIT COM MIT TEE:  A stat u -
tory com mit tee that over sees the Leg is la tive Au di -
tor.

LEG IS LA TIVE AUDIT DI VI SION (LAD):  The
di vi sion headed by the Leg is la tive Au di tor. The au -
dit staff per form fi nan cial and per for mance au dits
of gov ern men tal agen cies to de ter mine whether ex -
pen di tures are made in fur ther ance of au tho rized
ac tiv i ties in an ef fi cient and ef fec tive man ner.

LEG IS LA TIVE AU DI TOR:  The Leg is la tive Au -
di tor serves as Di vi sion di rec tor of the Leg is la tive
Au dit Di vi sion. The Leg is la tive Au dit Com mit tee
se lects the Leg is la tive Au di tor.

LEG IS LA TIVE COUN CIL:  A stat u tory com mit -
tee that over sees the Leg is la tive Ser vices Di vi sion.

LEG IS LA TIVE EN VI RON MEN TAL PO LICY
OF FICE (LEPO): The Leg is la tive Ser vices
Division staff per form ing func tions for the EQC.

LEG IS LA TIVE FI NANCE COM MIT TEE: A
stat u tory com mit tee that over sees the Leg is la tive
Fis cal Analyst.

LEG IS LA TIVE FIS CAL ANA LYST (LFA):  The
of fi cer who pro vides for the fis cal anal y sis of state
gov ern ment and serves as Di vi sion di rec tor of the
Leg is la tive Fis cal Di vi sion.  The Leg is la tive Fi -
nance Com mit tee se lects the LFA.

LEG IS LA TIVE FIS CAL DI VI SION (LFD):  The 
di vi sion headed by the Leg is la tive Fis cal An a lyst
(LFA). The LFA and staff pro vide for the fis cal
anal y sis of state gov ern ment. The staff an a lyzes
the ex ec u tive bud get and staffs the com mit tees re -
spon si ble for state bud get ing.

LEG IS LA TIVE SER VICES DI VI SION (LSD):
Per ma nent ad min is tra tive staff of the Leg is la ture.

The staff con sists of a le gal ser vices of fice, an of fice 
of re search and pol icy anal y sis, a leg is la tive en vi -
ron men tal pol icy of fice, a cen tral ser vices of fice,
and an of fice of leg is la tive in for ma tion tech nol ogy.
The staff is re spon si ble for draft ing bills, staff ing
com mit tees, pro vid ing sup port ser vices to the Leg -
is la ture, and cod i fy ing and pub lish ing laws.

LEG IS LA TOR:  A mem ber of ei ther the Sen ate or 
the House of Rep re sen ta tives.

LEG IS LA TURE:  The Sen ate and House of Rep -
re sen ta tives col lec tively.

LOB BY IST:  An in di vid ual who en cour ages the
pas sage, de feat, or mod i -
fi ca tion of pro posed leg is -
la tion on be half of a
prin ci pal.   

MA JOR ITY LEADER:
The mem ber of the ma jor -
ity party in each house
who is elected to be the party’s leader.  The Ma jor -
ity Leader is re spon si ble for sched ul ing floor ac tiv -
ity.  The Ma jor ity Leader fol lows com mit tee work
in  or der to pro duce a steady flow of bills for floor
de bate and in or der to pro ject time con sump tion.
The Ma jor ity Leader as sists the pre sid ing of fi cer
in cal en dar ing bills.  The Ma jor ity Leader is the
lead speaker in floor de bate and as sists the
Speaker of the House or the Pres i dent of the Sen -
ate in pro gram de vel op ment and pol icy for ma tion.
The Ma jor ity Leader is an ex officio mem ber of all
stand ing com mit tees.

MA JOR ITY PARTY:  The po lit i cal party hav ing
the most mem bers in a house.

MES SAGE FROM THE GOV ER NOR:  An of fi -
cial com mu ni ca tion from the Gov er nor re corded in
the jour nal.

MES SAGE FROM THE SEN ATE (HOUSE):
An of fi cial com mu ni ca tion from the op po site house 
that is re corded in the jour nal.

MI NOR ITY LEADER:  The mem ber of the mi -
nor ity party in a house who is elected to be the
party’s leader.  The Mi nor ity Leader de vel ops the
mi nor ity po si tion and ne go ti ates with the ma jor ity 
party.  The Mi nor ity Leader di rects floor ac tiv ity
for the mi nor ity party and leads the floor de bate
for the mi nor ity party.  The Mi nor ity Leader is an
ex officio mem ber of all stand ing com mit tees.



MI NOR ITY PARTY:  The po lit i cal party hav ing
fewer than a ma jor ity of the mem bers of a house.

MIN UTES:  A re cord of the ac tions taken at a
com mit tee meet ing that serves as the of fi cial re -
cord of the meet ing.

MONTANA CODE AN NO TATED (MCA):  The
of fi cial cod i fied, pub lished ver sion of the stat utes
of Montana that are of a per ma nent or gen eral na -
ture.

MO TION:  A for mal pro posal of fered by a mem -
ber.

MO TION TO RE CON SIDER:  A mo tion that, if
ap proved, al lows a sec ond vote on a pre vi ous ac -
tion.

ORDER OF BUSI NESS:  The es tab lished se -
quence of ac tiv ity for each leg is la tive day.

PER DIEM:  Li terally “for a day”.  Per diem is a
pay ment that a leg is la tor re -
ceives to de fray ex penses as -
so ci ated with at tend ing
of fi cial leg is la tive meet ings or
for con duct ing of fi cial leg is la -
tive busi ness.

POINT OF ORDER:  An ac tion of a mem ber that
calls at ten tion to a per ceived breach of a house’s
rules.

POINT OF PER SONAL PRIV I LEGE:  A pro ce -
dure that al lows a mem ber to make per sonal com -
ments on any sub ject while a house is in ses sion.

PREINTRODUCED BILL:  A bill that is in tro -
duced, as signed a bill num ber, and dis trib uted
prior to the con ven ing of the leg is la tive ses sion.
Agency bills are re quired by rule to be
preintroduced in or der to al low leg is la tive busi ness 
to be gin im me di ately upon the con ven ing of a ses -
sion. The term does not mean a bill re quested prior 
to the ses sion that is in tro duced af ter the con ven -
ing of the ses sion.

PRESIDENT OF THE SEN ATE:  The pre sid ing
of fi cer of the Sen ate.  The  Pres i dent pre serves or -
der, rec og nizes those wish ing to speak, and makes
the ini tial rul ing on ques tions of pro ce dure.  The
Pres i dent de ter mines who is to pre side dur ing the
sec ond read ing of bills.  The Pres i dent ap proves
the cal en dar for each leg is la tive day.  The Pres i -
dent as signs all bills to stand ing com mit tees.  The
Pres i dent is an ex officio mem ber of all stand ing

com mit tees.  The Pres i dent con trols ac cess to the
Sen ate floor.

PRE SIDING OF FICER:  The per son elected to
di rect the ac tiv i ties of a house.

PRE VI OUS QUES TION:  A mo tion to close de -
bate and bring the pend ing ques tion to an im me di -
ate vote.

PRO TEM PORE:  The mem ber of the house who
acts in the ab sence of the reg u lar pre sid ing of fi cer.

QUO RUM:  The min i mum num ber of mem bers re -
quired to be pres ent in or der for a leg is la tive body
to con duct busi ness.  A quo rum is one more than
half of the mem ber ship.

READING:  Pre sen ta tion of a bill be fore ei ther
house by the read ing of the bill’s ti tle.  In
Montana, a bill must have three read ings in each
house.

RE AP POR TION MENT:  The re draw ing of
United States con gres sio nal dis tricts to re flect
changes in pop u la tion based upon the de cen nial
cen sus.

RE CESS:  A break in the daily leg is la tive ses sion.

RE DIS TRICTING:  Re drawing the Montana
House and Sen ate leg is la tive dis trict lines to re -
flect changes in the state’s pop u la tion.

REF ER EN DUM: 1) A pro cess in which the Leg is -
la ture sub mits leg is la tion to the elec tor ate for ap -
proval or re jec tion rather than sub mit ting it to the 
Gov er nor. Con sti tu tional amend ments must be
sub mit ted to the elec tor ate.

     2) An elec toral pro cess in which a des ig nated
per cent age of the elec tor ate files pe ti tions to have
an act passed by the Leg is la ture and ap proved by
the Gov er nor sub mit ted to the elec tor ate for ap -
proval or re jec tion.

RE FER RAL: The send ing of bills to com mit tees
by the pre sid ing of fi cer.

REG U LAR SES SION:  The pe riod of 90 days
dur ing each odd-num bered year when the Leg is la -
ture is sched uled to meet to con sider all ar eas of
leg is la tion.

RE PEAL:  The method by which a pre vi ous stat -
ute is re scinded.

RE QUESTER: The leg is la tor or leg is la tive en tity
that asks that a bill or res o lu tion be drafted.



RES O LU TION:  A for mal leg is la tive ex pres sion of 
opin ion.  A res o lu tion may be acted upon by ei ther
house or by both houses.  A res o lu tion is not trans -
mit ted to the Gov er nor.

ROLL CALL VOTE:  A method of re cord ing votes 
by print ing the names of the mem bers and their
votes.  Roll call votes are taken by vot ing ma chines 
in each house.

RULES:  Reg u la tions and prin ci ples gov ern ing
pro ce dures that are adopted for each house and for 
ac tions be tween the houses.

SEC RE TARY OF THE SEN ATE:  The of fi cer of
the Sen ate ap pointed by the ma jor ity party of the
Sen ate to per form and di rect the par lia men tary
and cler i cal func tions of the Sen ate.

SER GEANT-AT-ARMS:  An ap pointed of fi cer of a 
house who is re spon si ble for main tain ing or der,
reg u lat ing ac cess to the cham ber, and car ry ing out
the re quests of the  pre sid ing of fi cer or mem ber -
ship.

SES SION LAWS:  The printed com pi la tion of all
bills en acted by each ses sion of the Leg is la ture.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE:  The pre sid ing of fi -
cer of the House of Rep re sen ta tives and the leader
of the ma jor ity party in the House.  The Speaker
pre serves or der, rec og nizes those wish ing to speak, 
and makes the ini tial rul ing on ques tions of pro ce -
dure.  The Speaker de ter mines who is to pre side
dur ing the sec ond read ing of bills.  The Speaker is
an ex officio mem ber of all stand ing com mit tees.
The Speaker ap points the mem bers of the stand ing 
com mit tees and as signs the bills to the com mit -
tees.  The Speaker ar ranges the agenda for the sec -
ond and third read ing of bills.  The Speaker is
re spon si ble for the su per vi sion of House em ploy -
ees.

SPE CIAL SES SION:  An ex traor di nary con ven -
ing of the Leg is la ture ei ther at the re quest of the
Gov er nor or a ma jor ity of the mem bers.  A spe cial
ses sion may be lim ited to mat ters spec i fied in the
call of the spe cial ses sion.

SPON SOR:  The leg is la tor that in tro duces a bill.

STANDING COM MIT TEE:  A com mit tee es tab -
lished by a house’s rules to con sider leg is la tion in a 
spec i fied sub ject area.

STAT UTE:  A per ma nent or gen eral law cod i fied
as part of the Montana Code An no tated.

SUB COM MIT TEE:  A group of mem bers of a
stand ing com mit tee ap pointed by the chair of the
com mit tee to study and re port on
a spec i fied bill or sub ject.

SUB STI TUTE BILL:  An
amend ment that re places the text 
of an en tire bill. The sub sti tute
text must be within the scope of
the orig i nal ti tle.

TA BLE: A mo tion used in com -
mit tee to set aside con sid er ation of a bill in a way
that al lows the bill to be re con sid ered at the will of 
the com mit tee. The bill re mains in the com mit tee
and is not re ported to the house. A com mit tee may, 
upon an af fir ma tive vote, take up con sid er ation of
a bill that has been ta bled. In Montana, a mo tion
to ta ble is of ten used to fi nally dis pose of a bill
with out re quir ing con sid er ation by the Com mit tee
of the Whole.

VETO:  An ac tion taken by the Gov er nor to pre -
vent the en act ment of a bill.  The Gov er nor has the 
op tion of us ing three types of ve toes: the veto, in
which the Gov er nor dis ap proves the en tire bill; the 
amendatory veto, in which the Gov er nor re turns
the bill to the Leg is la ture with rec om men da tions
for amend ment; and the item veto, in which the
Gov er nor dis ap proves spe cific ap pro pri a tions. The
Leg is la ture may over ride a veto or an item veto by
a two-thirds vote of the mem bers of each house.  If
the Leg is la ture re jects the Gov er nor’s sug gested
amend ments, the Gov er nor must sign the bill, veto 
the bill, or take no ac tion on the bill.  The Gov er -
nor may not re turn a bill with sug gested amend -
ments a sec ond time.

WELL:  The area of a cham ber di rectly in front  of
the ros trum in the cham ber.

WHIP:  The elected of fi cer in each cau cus in each
house through whom the party ma chin ery is set in 
mo tion to con duct busi ness for the house.  The
Whip is re spon si ble for de ter min ing the di rec tion
in which opin ion is mov ing and to sug gest meth ods 
for mit i gat ing or re mov ing dis con tent.  The Whip
is re spon si ble for hav ing mem bers pres ent at mo -
ments of im por tance to the party.  The Whip ar -
ranges the pair ing of votes.


